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Kindergarten

Science/Language Arts/Art Lesson

Purpose
Students will study the way leaves look, feel and smell using their senses.  Students will explore why leaves fall to the ground.  Students will also explore leaf art in an extension activity.  

Background Information
Leaves change color because they are preparing for the changing of the season.  They slow down the photosynthesizing process in the weeks and months leading up to the winter season.  As time passes during fall, the leaves become heavier and eventually die off and fall from the tree.  When the leaves fall, they are broken down by decomposers in the soil like earthworms!
Information adapted from http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/eek/veg/trees/treestruecolor.htm

Time
One 20 minute whole group lesson

Materials
Pressed leaves (Teacher should collect and press leaves 1 to 2 days prior to the lesson being taught)
Glue sticks

Crayons

Pencils

Drawing paper

Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert
Standards
Art Standards, Kindergarten 
ART.VA.II.K.1 Explore the basic uses of art materials to produce artwork.

ART.VA.II.K.2 Use a variety of lines, colors, and basic geometric shapes and patterns to creatively express feelings and personal experiences.
Science Standards, Kindergarten
L.OL.00.11 Identify that living things have basic needs.

L.OL.00.12 Identify and compare living and nonliving things.

E.SE.00.12 Describe how Earth materials contribute to the growth

of plant and animal life. *
Objectives
Students will learn why leaves fall from trees during the fall season.  Students will use their senses in order to observe leaves in a hands-on classroom activity.  Students will also complete a leaf art activity.

Procedures
Call students to the carpet.  Give each student a leaf to examine.  Remind students to be careful while holding the leaf because they are very delicate.  

Ask students to look at the colors of their leaves.  Ask them to think back to the summer time, were the leaves the same color?

Ask them to look at the shape.  Are most of their leaves the same shape?  Why do you they think they are they same shape? (Because all of these leaves came from the same tree.)

Ask the students to smell the leaves.  Do they have a scent?  What about the air during the fall season?

Ask the students to feel the leaves.  How do they feel? Are the hard, soft, smooth or scratchy?

Ask students this question:  Does anyone know why leaves fall?

Allow students to share their answers.  Thank the ones who raise their hand and try to provide an answer.  Explain that leaves fall to the ground prior to winter as a way of the tree getting ready for the change of season.

Next, ask the students to hold on to their leaves being very careful not to harm them because they will be using them to create something.

Introduce Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert.  Tell the students to look closely at the places that Leaf Man travels to in his journeys.  

Read the story, stopping periodically for conversation with the students.

Next, have students take their leaves back to their seats.  Give each student a piece of construction paper and have students get their color caddies for glue sticks.

Have students glue their leaf to their paper.  Instruct them that they will be creating their own “leaf man”!  

Allow students to draw their leaf man however they would like to.  When they are finished, collect it and hang in the classroom.
