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1. GRADE LEVEL:
  Kindergarten 


2. LESSON DURATION: Approximately 40 minutes

3. NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  20 to 25 students
4. INTRODUCTION:

a. Overall, the kindergarten curriculum is learning about the self and how to interact with others.  Later in the year, they explore more about their community, beginning in their classroom and then extending further into their school, neighborhoods and city.  We believe this fits into the kindergarten curriculum nicely because it is an activity that can be done at the beginning of the year to help teach the expected behaviors for students in the classroom setting.  

5. CONCEPT: 
a. The overarching idea of our lesson is that we need to treat people with kindness.  The lesson simulates interactions which are not kind and helps students to make connections to the emotions in the story in a real-life situation.

6. NCSS PERFORMANCE EXPECTATION/S or GLCEs:
a. NCSS - Individual Development and Identity –

i.  Analyze a particular event to identify reasons individuals might respond to it in different ways.

b. NCSS - Individuals, Groups & Institutions – 

i. Identify examples of institutions and describe the interactions of people with institutions.

ii. Identify and describe examples of tensions between and among individuals, groups, or institutions, and how belonging to more than one group can cause internal conflicts.

7. GUIDING QUESTIONS:
a. Why is it important to be kind to people?

b. How do I show kindness?

8. OBJECTIVES:


a. By the end of this lesson, students will have simulated feeling bullied by the grouchy ladybug.  

b. Students will discuss their feelings associated with the story The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle.

c. Students will understand why it is important to be kind and friendly to one another.

9. RESOURCES:

a. The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle

10. TEACHER PREPARATION FOR LESSON:

a. Teacher will prepare character cards for students to act out the parts of the different animals and insects in the story.  These can be made out of images attached to sticks or worn as masks.  Characters that need to be represented are as follows:  friendly ladybug, grouchy ladybug, 2 to 3 aphids, yellow jacket, stage beetle, praying mantis, sparrow, lobster, skunk, boa constructor, hyena, gorilla, rhino, elephant and whale.

b. Teacher will be prepared to lead discussion about being friendly to one another.

11. TEACHER ASSUMES THAT STUDENTS ALREADY KNOW/ CAN:

a. Students can listen attentively to a picture story book.

b. Students can assume roles as characters.

c. Students understand the emotions and behaviors described within the story (fighting, grouchy, mean). 

12. TEACHER ACTIONS DURING LESSON:

a. Teacher will call students to the carpet (or gathering area for a read aloud).

b. Introduce The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle.  Explain to students that we will read the story once through and then we will discuss what happens.

c. After the first read through, ask students to turn and talk to their neighbor about what they liked about the story.

d. Allow 2 to 3 students to share what their partners shared with them.

e. Transition into second part of lesson.  Explain to students that as a class we will be acting out the story of The Grouchy Ladybug.  Explain that students will act out the roles as we go along in the story.  Model for understanding.

i. Example:  Cassidy, you will be the grouchy ladybug and Morgan, you will be the nice ladybug.  Jason, you will be the first character, the yellow jacket.  As I read, you will act out your part.  Let’s show an example.  Morgan, when I say “At six o’clock it met a yellow jacket.”  Go over, and stand near to Jason…
ii. Check for understanding of the task.  If it needs to be modeled once more, model it again so students understand.

f. At the end of the second read-aloud, initiate a whole group discussion about the story.

i. Questions to consider:

1. Why was the grouchy ladybug grouchy?

2. What are some things that make you feel grouchy?

3. What do you think the grouchy ladybug learned at the end of the story?

4. What are some ways you can show kindness?

13. STUDENT ACTIONS DURING LESSON:

a. Students will be actively engaged in the read-aloud lesson.

b. Students will practice “Turn and Talk” to a neighbor.

c. Students will act out the story of The Grouchy Ladybug.  

d. Students will engage in whole group discussion about negative feelings towards others and how to change those feelings into acts of kindness.

14. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING (How will you know what students have learned or done?):

a. Demonstrating understanding of the task.  If students understand the activity with acting out the book, they will understand their character role and the behaviors and emotions that character possesses.

b. Conversational contribution will also be a good form of assessment.  If students are able to make educated contributions to the discussion held after the performance section of the lesson, then it proves that they understood the task and the purpose of the lesson.

15. ACCOMMODATION OF DIVERSE LEARNERS:

a. The bugs and animals in the story represent all different types of people, large and small and from different climates or regions.  This demonstrates diversity. 
b. Using the ELMO to show the pictures in larger view of the story will help students who have visual disabilities and also students who are ELL.  They will be able to make connections to the images as opposed to only hearing the spoken language.  
16. ANTICIPATED PROBLEMS AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS:
a. The organization of this lesson is very important.  The teacher must be very specific about his or her expectations of the students’ behavior during the read aloud lesson as well as the acting portion.  If the expectations are not set, the students may not understand what is happening and therefore, the teacher may lose their attentiveness.

Lesson format adapted from Carolyn O’Mahony
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